[image: image1.wmf] 

[image: image2.wmf] 

           Heartland Animal Shelter

                                                                                                                                                                          2975 Milwaukee Ave.

                                                                                                                                                                   Northbrook, Illinois 60062

                                                                                                                                                                                Tel 847-296-6400

                                                                                                                                                                               Fax 847-296-4198

                                                                                                                               www.heartlandanimalshelter.net


Dog Adoption – German Shepherd Traits – German Shepherd Adoption 

The German Shepherd is a comparatively new dog breed, developed in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Intelligence and versatility are two of the most well known German Shepherd traits, which have helped make these dogs an important multi-purpose dog. Originally bred to herd and guard sheep, these resourceful animals soon became valuable military and police dogs that excel at search and rescue, narcotics and explosive detection and protection. German Shepherds were also the first “seeing eye” guide dogs. Because of their intelligence and flexibility, they were once the most popular dog breed in the United States. They also make good family pets, if you’re thinking about German Shepherd adoption; you need to understand the breed.
· German Shepherd background - German Shepherds currently found in the US come from several different backgrounds including German working and show lines and American show lines. The American dogs are generally leaner with a more sloping back; the German dogs have stockier bodies and blockier heads. Dogs used for military and police work are usually from the German working lines (Schutzhund).

· Training a German Shepherd – If you are considering a German Shepherd adoption, be aware that this is a breed that needs a family that will give them a lot of attention, firm training and regular exercise. Key German Shepherd traits to consider is that they are serious, self-confident dogs that can be domineering and need daily mental and physical challenges. Fortunately, they are also responsive, eager to please and easy to train.

· German Shepherds as watchdogs – A common German Shepherd trait is that they are suspicious of strangers and devoted to their people, making them great watchdogs. They are protective of their home and family and will not back down if they feel either is threatened. Some are good with – or at least tolerant of – other dogs and pets; others are aggressive with other dogs. If you have other animals in the home before moving ahead with a German Shepherd adoption, find out how tolerant that dog is of other animals.
· German Shepherds as family pets – If you are considering German Shepherd adoption, be aware that those properly bred and socialized can make a wonderful family member. Socialized German Shepherds can be good with children, friendly, playful and affectionate with their family.

· German Shepherds and Shedding – A common German Shepherd trait is that they shed a lot, making regular brushing is essential.
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Information sources: ASPCA Complete Guide to Dogs by Sheldon L. Gerstenfeld, DVM;

Barron’s Encyclopedia of Dog Breeds (Second Edition) by D. Caroline Coile, Ph.D;

Dogs for Kids: Everything You Need to Know About Dogs by Kristin Mehus-Roe; 

The Encyclopedia of Dog Breeds by Juliette Cunliffe; The Illustrated Directory of Dogs by Juliette Cunliffe and The Illustrated Standard of the German Shepherd Dog by Linda Shaw.
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Heartland Animal Shelter is a not-for-profit organization - donations are tax deductible
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